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Our Services

Education/Inclusion Services 
 • Early Education 

 • NC Pre-K Program 

 • School Age Programs 

 • Early Intervention Services – Community Based Rehabilitative Services 

 • Inclusion Specialist

Family/Community Services 

  Social Emotional Behavioral Support

    Family Support and Advocacy 

  Love and Logic Family Parenting Program 

  Triple P Family Parenting Program (Level 2-5, teens, special needs parent)

  Community Trainings 

  Special Needs Family Outings 

  Parent Support Groups

Leadership Services

  Director Leadership Coaching 

  Internships for High School and College Students

  Teacher Trainings 

 

 
 

Partners In Learning strives for a world where every child, no matter their income or disability, will have a proper 
and inclusive education. Our mission is to model the highest quality learning environment that stimulates families 
and the community to provide optimal growth and development of children. Our vision is to empower families 
with differently-abled or trauma influenced children and to support those children as they grow and develop. 

  We know that with the right love and support, these children will change the world.

  Amy Vestal coaching a teacher about social/emotional learning at an outside center.

  They love him endlessly and it is the one place that my fears as a parent of a
  special needs child are set aside because I know he is surrounded by people 
  who know, understand, and love him. –The Ashleys

A Need and a Passion
Partners In Learning was founded in 1996 by a grassroot group of individuals, headed by Dr. Shirley Ritchie. 
Based in Salisbury, North Carolina, Partners In Learning is a non-profit organization that serves as the Model 
Inclusive Center for Early Childhood Education, providing early care and education to children six weeks through 
12 years of age. Our Community Impact Program provides comprehensive center-based, community-based, and 
home-based services and has been serving families in the community for over 20 years. 

Current Facilities 
  2 facilities with all-inclusive classrooms and family services 

  5-star NAEYC and nationally accredited 

  Outdoor learning environment including gardens and chicken coops 

  160 students enrolled at Robin Rd. location

  90 students enrolled at Best Street location 

  At capacity with over 300 children on our waitlist 



z
The Reality
According to The Center on the Developing Child at Harvard University, “high quality early intervention 
services can change a child’s developmental trajectory and improve outcomes for children, families, 
and communities.” Services provided to young children who have or are at risk for developmental 
delays have shown positive growth across all areas of life. Families benefit by being able to meet their 
child’s needs from an early age, and some of these students enter elementary school without needing 
specialized services any longer, decreasing economic burden. 

How We’ve Made a Difference
At Partners In Learning, we believe that it takes a community to help build the foundation for our 
youth. In the past year we have:

  64% of our students are from low-income families 

  40% with special needs 

  220 children were provided developmental therapy in their natural environment 

  79 center-based children received support from our on-site Inclusion Director

  106 families received support in transitioning to an inclusive setting 

  328 site visits in child care centers throughout the county for classroom support

  299 families attended parent workshops and support groups 

  Involved in training/coaching 500 teachers and directors 

  Worked with 115 school-aged children 

  183 college students volunteered in the 2018-2019 school year



 

 

PARTNERING TOGETHER TO BUILD THE FUTURE
Our families need high quality inclusive education that focuses on the need
of their children. We need $8 million to: 
 ■ Build a new facility: We have outgrown our 25 year-old-buildings. As we do not own 
  the buildings, it is imperative that we build our own facility to meet our growing needs.
 ■ Building a new facility will allow us to house and offer more Family Support    
  Services, Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA), and teach more children.
 ■ Add three additional infant/toddler classrooms to combat the infant care desert in NC. 
 ■ Expand our Family Support Program, including offering in-house Family Support   
  and ABA Therapy.

To donate go to: www.partneringforourfuture.org
or send checks payable to: Partners In Learning
2386 Robin Rd. Salisbury, NC 28144 

For questions, contact:
Amy Vestal at amy@epartnersinlearning.org 
or call 704-638-9020

We know that high quality early intervention can change 
a child’s developmental trajectory for years to come. 

Children who participate in early childhood education need fewer services over the course 
of their lifetime, including reduced need for special education and grade retention, saving 
taxpayers an estimated $7,500 per child. 

Early childhood intervention can close the gaps in reading competency and vocabulary by up to 28%.
 
At age 6, those who participated in early education tested above the national norms in language, 
literacy, math, and general knowledge.

A child without an early childhood education is 25% more likely to drop out of school, 40% more 
likely to become a teenage parent, and 70% more likely to be arrested for a violent crime. 

Children who participated in early childhood intervention had an 11% higher rate of high school 
completion than their peers. They also saw a 11% decrease in grade retention and a 7% 
decrease in the need for special education in primary and secondary school. 

z



z

partneringforourfuture.org

Partners In Learning at Catawba
2386 Robin Rd. Salisbury, NC 28144

Phone 704-638-9020 | Fax 704-638-0918

Partners In Learning at Novant
519 Best Street Salisbury, NC 28144

Phone 704-216-1502 | Fax 704-216-1498
DONATE

NOW


