
Cost-effectiveness studies of ECE programs suggest that public investments 
would likely pay off: The benefits of both model and public ECE programs—such 
as improved health, educational, and economic outcomes and reduced crime 
and reliance on public assistance—likely outweigh the initial program costs.

Research shows that for every dollar 
invested in high-quality early childhood 
education, society gains up to $7.30 in 
economic returns over the long-term.

Economic Fact Sheet

Early academic success appears 
to pave the way to higher levels of 
educational attainment, better paying
and more secure employment, less 
reliance on public welfare programs, 
and reduced likelihood of destructive
and socially costly behaviors. 

As such, it is estimated that 
EVERY DOLLAR INVESTED 
IN QUALITY EARLY CARE 
AND EDUCATION SAVES 
TAXPAYERS UP TO $17.00
IN FUTURE COSTS.

DONATE NOW
 

at partneringforourfuture.org or 
send checks payable to Partners In Learning at 2386 Robin Rd. Salisbury, NC 28144

For questions 
contact Amy Vestal at amy@epartnersinlearning.org or call 704-638-9020

$1 = $7.30

Support for child care increases parents’ 
participation in the workforce and contributes 
to overall economic productivity. Conversely, 
lack of affordable, reliable child care takes 
a major toll on the economy, as working 
families across the country lose more than $8 
billion in wages annually due to inadequate 
child care access long-term.

SAVES UP TO $8 BILLION

The availability of early childhood education 
programs attracts homebuyers and increases 
property values by $13.00 for every dollar 
invested in local programs.

$1 = $13

Early childhood education reduces grade 
retention and is shown to save school 
systems money for K-12 education.

SAVES SCHOOL SYSTEMS MONEY

Participants in high-quality early childhood 
education also show long-term gains in the 
form of lower rates of incarceration (46% 
reduction), lower rates of arrest for violent 
crimes (33% reduction), and less likely to 
have received government assistance (26% 
reduction).

LONG-TERM GAINS


